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BOUND VOLUMES 

POPULARS : Fine Condition . 20 8 - 232 (1923); 180 - 205; 
234 - 257. £45 per volume . 163 - 179 - £40. 
WIZARD: Fine Condition : 195 1 , 1 299 - 1350 - £48 . 1950 : 
1247 - 1298 - £45. 1948: 39 i ssue s , 1158 - 1196 - £36. 
1947: 34 issues, 1 124 - 1157; £35 (fortnightly) . 

An Interesting Thea t rica l Lot. 9 ERA (v ario us dates) 
1916 - 1923 Bound, ENCORE 1916 - 1917 (inte res ting) , 
2 Performer 1945 . various p lays in fold er (pre-war). 
What offers for the lot? 

MECCANO MAGAZINES in bould yearly volumes. Very good, 
with original covers 20's and 30's: £24 per vo lume ; also 
sin gle issues . Lots of stock as usual. Your wants lists 
appreciated. All Howard Baker Facsimiles and Book Club 
Spe cials available . 

S .B . L. ' s good stock in a l l se ries . 

Speci al Offer! To reduc e stocks . 1000 different 
Magn et s (f air readin g co pies) fo r £4 00! My selection. 
Could do Gems at the same price . Nowhe re else at any 
th ing like this. NEWNE'S BLACK BESS LIBRARY (large 
forma t) 50 diffe rent (good; my s e lect ion) £25. Worth 
treb l e! 

GEMS. 3 nice lots. Good sma ll f ormat 100 for £60; 
coloured 50 fo r £50 (my se lecti on) . Oth er Bumper Lots 
available includ ing 100 BFL's a sst. lot s £50 (my 
se lecti on } . 

Visit Aladdin's Cave. So much to see. J ust a ring 
first to let me know. 

N O R M A N S H A W 
8 4 Belvedere Road 

Upper Norwood 
LONDON, SE19 2HZ (0 1- 77 1- 98 57) 

(Nearest Station B. R. Crystal Palace ) 
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LEVI SON O:E' ST . JIM ' S - and GREYFRIARS 

Fifty years ago, in h i s Gem, our Danny was read in g sto ri es 
which intro duced a bad cha r acter named Snipe . Yet there h ad 
neve r bee:n a Sn i pe at St. Jim ' s , and th ose r eaders of that day 
who wer e ,::,ld enough to ha ve read the bl ue Gem years ear l ie r when 
t he 1934 tales origina l ly app ea r ed must have been puzzled for a 
time . 

Snip e was th e famous Gem characte r Ernes t Levison , gi ven a 
ne w name for t he tim e beinq . A j ump had been made in the rep ri n t
ing , a nd ,abo ut a yea r o f b lu e Gems had be en omitted . During t ha t 
yaar , Levison had been int roduced . 
a cti ons ~nd r emarks of Lev is on in the stories were attributed to 
t he horrible and unbelievab le name of Snioe . 

It w.as ine xp li cable i n 193 4 . Lookin g back on it , 50 yea rs 
furt her o:n, it is still inex pl icable. But the ch an ge of Levison 
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to Snipe weak ened many tales which were to appear during 1934 

before the actual Levison was allo wed to come on the scene . 

It is probable that it was really nothing to do with 

Levison h imse lf as a charact er . Levison had come on the scene 

as a new boy in a tale which was orig i nally en ti tle d "'fhe New 

Boy ' s Secret" in the early autumn of 1910 , and which was 

re- t itl ed "The Boy Who Came Back" in the autumn of 1934 . The 

la tte r title - th e 1934 one - wa s weird and mislead i ng in its elf. 

It d id not , of course, refer to Levison , who , at long last was 

a l low ed to appe ar as himse lf , bu t to a boy who came back from the 

dead . For Lumley-Lumley had died in the preceding story . 

The new boy , Levi son , had known Lumley-Lumley previously , and 

knew that he was subject to death-like trances . 

But Lumley - Lumley had arrived at St . Jim ' s some con siderable 

t ime a head o f Levison i n the bl ue Gem, and the stor i es of the 

arrival of Lumley- Lumley had appeared in t hat year or so of tales 

which had been omitted . 
So it seems pro ba bly t hat th e chan ge of Levison into Snipe 

in many months of 1934 may have been due to the delay in the 

ar ri val on the scene of Lumley-Lumley . But just what that reason 

was is obs cur e now a s it was So yea rs ago . 

In fa ct , some enthus ia sts may reca ll that Levison ha d another 

alias . He had been at Gre yfri ar s for some seven months early in 

the red cover days of the Magnet, and he played a substantial part 

until he was expelled. One wonders , idly , whether , when Levison 

disappeared from Grey f riars the author had any i ntention of 

reviving him on the St. J im' s scene. Probabl y not . Two years or 

so went by be fo re he turned up at St . J im ' s - i n the middle of the 

term - to throw light on the "death" of Lumley - Lumley. In any 

case , the l onge vit y of the Hami lton characters was by no means 

established by 1908 . 
In 1926, No. 37 of the Schoolboys ' Own Library was entitled 

"The Outsider of Greyfriars" and it comprised t hree st ories from 

the first year of the halfpenny red Magnet . The "Outsider " of 

this S.0.L. was one , Langley . Langley was actually Levison under 

yet a not he r al ias. The reason ror the name change was obvious 

here . For Levison, in 1926 , was a leading up right character in 

th e Gem. 
(Cont i nued) 
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WITH ADDITIONAL DIALOGUE BY - --

I am not suggest in g that Charles Hamilto n was on the same 

plane as Shakespeare , or that either was on th e same plane as the 

Bible . But there is a link . Eac h was a profound influence upon 

me a s a youngste r, and I fee l certain that the same facto r apolied 

to t he majority of my r e ade rs . An influen ce which has go ne on and 

one- - -. 
And there is another link . In rece nt tim es somebody has set 

abo ut reV'isin g Hamilton ' s s chool sto rie s to make t hem suit abl e fo r 

the youth of the ei ght ies. We si t back in awe and scr atch our 

head s in wonder , maybe . 
Some: fi fty odd year s ag o, i n th e ear l y days of tal king 

pictu r es , Mary Pickford and Dougla s Fairbank mad e "Tamin g of the 

Shrew" , th e first Shak es peri an talkie. Pickford and Fairbanks 

s ta rred a1s Kat e and Pet r uchio re sp ectivel y . The film was directed 

by on e, Sam Taylor , who was also a screenwriter . Prominent among 

the "cr edit s" was ''by William Sha kes pea re with addit i onal dialogue 

by Sam Talylo r" . Mary Pi ckford wanted th at cre dit ta k en out, but 

Taylo r pE!rsis ted t hat it should remain . 

When the film was r eleased , tha t cr ed it l ine ca use d hilarity, 

mocke r y , and der i sion t hroug ho ut the fil m world and a l l ov er t he 

normal world as well. I t hit Taylor ' s career ha rd, and he never 

r ecov er ed f r om it . Declining all th e time, he dire ct ed a few more 

film s, hls last be i ng , I believe, on e o f th e less- successf ul 

Laur el & Hard y f ea ture s. 
Today we are u se d to t he end less st r eam of cre di ts pa s sing 

before ou r eyes at the close of some drab tele visi on film , with 

every doqsbody in the studio getting a mention , so any so - c all ed 

cred i t lt ~aves us cold . But it was d iffer ent in 1930 when onl y the 

deservinq got a credit line . Poor Taylor ' s "a dditional dialo gu e 

to Shakeso ear e " stuck out like a sore thumb , and was neve r for

got te n . 
Which brings me to tbe Bible . Befor e the last war , exa mini ng 

bodies U!;ed to advise that Re ligious KP.owledge naoe rs were set on 

the Revi:sed Version of th e Bib l e . I o ften wonder ed why , for the 

chang es were very minor . It was only wi t h the conte xt qu est ions 

that on e might find a sli ght advanta ge f r om hav in g st udied the 

Revised Versi on . I ne ver liked it . And still less do I lik e the 

absurd multi plic ati on of Bibl es today , the aim of which seems to 

be to destro y the literary quality of the r eal Bible I lo ve . 
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I read so mewher e that the r e have be en no l es s th at f i f teen 

newly-written versions of th e Bible since Hi t ler ' s war e nded . 

The mind boggles. Who are the cl ever p eopl e who think t he msel ve s 

capable of improvin g on the old an d much - l ov ed t ex ts? 

You know the sort of thing . "In my Fath e r's house ar e many 

mansio n s ", improved b y bein g re-writt e n a s "My Fat he r ' s hous e has 

been conv erted i nt o fla ts . " 

AND NOW FOR THE BAD NEWS 

Last mont h we were preen in g ou rs elves o n t he fact that the 

o ld S . P . C.D. ha s rea che d its 38t h ye ar of pub licat ion . Now it 

comes ti me t o face the facts of moder n lif e, for the bad news is 

upon us . 
With out nex t i ssue the p ri ce of th is maga zi ne must r i se to 

42p pe r i s sue . Her e at the Editoria l Officer we work for love , 

a s do ou r spl en d i d contr i buto rs i n the hobby . But S . P .C. D. is 

p r ofe ssio nally pr int ed , a nd we cannot exp ec t our prin t ers to work 

on tha t ba si s . They have thei r risin g cos t s to meet for staff 

an d bu ild ing s, and the co s t of paper i s eve r on th e up ward t r end . 

We a re f a ced wi th a steep i nc r e as e in prin ti ng costs , and 

we are obliged to pass those on to our readers if the old C. D. 

i s to car r y on fo r a whil e . 
Eve r ybody knows how the cost of all books in the shoos has 

rocketed in the past ye ar or two . So far as C.D. is concerned, 

i t is a cons id erable time since we l ast in cr eased the price , and , 

as everybody knows , there are a grea t many expenses in t he produc

tion and dist r ibu t ion of our magazine apart from the actual p rint

in g . 
I t r y to keep our price down , fo r a gre at many of our readers 

ar e eld e rly p eople who have to count their pennies . One can only 

bri ng to mind a few othe r things that , these days , cost 420 - and 

weigh them in t he balance . 
Doe s the C. D. march on in spite of rising costs - or is it 

tim e to ca l l it a day? The nex t month or t wo will show me ve ry 

c le a rl y what your ve r dic t is . 

THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Danng's Diar~ 
FEBRUARY 1934 

I t has been a rather wonderful month , r eally , so f ar as the 
wea the r qoes . Sunny and dry for most days . But in New York they 
have been hav i ng terrible blizzards , and I expect tho se blizzard s 
may come h ere . We oft en get America n weather after they have 
f i ni sh ed with i t. 

The King of the Islands stories are stil l go i ng st rong in 
Modern Boy . First tale o f the month is "No Surrende r ! ". Ken Ki ng 
is in th,e hands of the Secret Men of TUnaviva , bu t he bo l dl y 
r efu s es to order Koko , his Kanak a bo ' sun , to hand over t he Dawn 
to the S12cret Men. Next week came "Ken Ki ng's Mate Bobs Up !". 
Kit Hudso n, mate of the ke t ch , comes to the r escue of h i s skipper . 

Thi :rd of the month is "King of t he Islands ' Peril ! " . Poor 
Koko has a te rribl e choice - to surrende r his maste r' s sh i p or t o 
see Ken !King :oerish be f ore his eyes . Final o f t he month is 
"Death -T :r-ap of the Sou t h Seas !" Ken , without any weapo n, is 
bott l ed uo in a dark , wate r-l ogged cavern , fight i ng f or hi s life . 
Gr eat stuf f'. 

The Captain Justice ser i es has continued th r oughout the 
month in Moder Boy . 

The;re have been two by - e l ections this month - in Cambridge 
and in Portsmouth , and the Conservative candidate was elected in 
each town . 

Som,e l ovely f i lms on at the l oca l c inemas this month . We 
saw Rona l d Colman and El issa Lan d i i n "The Masquerade r s" which 
we liked , and, in the same orogramme , was a Mickey Mouse cartoo n 
"Mickey ' s Mellerdrammer ". Marl ene Dietr i ch was i n "Song of Songs", 
in which a g i r l is in love wi th a sculptor but marries a nasty 
old baron - what a stuo i d t hing to do . My brother Doug loves 
Mar lene , who is a new star f rom Germany . I told Doug "Marl ene 
Dirttrack is on at t.11e Regal next week "; ;,ir1d I>ol!g sa i d 1 loftily 
"Don't talk like a nasty litt le errand-boy" . So now I know! 

Bebe Daniels starred in "The Song You Gave Me", which was 
quite go od , but really terr ific was "Tugboa t Annie'' star ri ng 
Marie Dressle r and Wall ace Beery . Those two clear the decks so 
t hat t he young l overs , Robert Young and Maureen O' Sullivan , can 
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g et married. 
Plea sa nt , too , was "Paddy the Next Best Thing" with Janet 

Gaynor and Warne r BP-Xter ; the pare nts wanted a boy , but when the 
baby g ir l arrived they called her "Paddy, etc . ", and she becam e 
a tomboy in New York . Everybod y is raving ab out "The Private 
Lif e of Henry the Eighth" , sta rring Charles Laughton, Robert 
Donat, Els a Lanchest er , and Merle Obero n . I wasn ' t all t hat keen 
on it, though it was f unny in places . Also in the prog r amme was 
"Mickey ' s Good Deed ". 

When we had a day in London we went ove r to the Edgwar e Road 
to t he Metro pol itan Music Hal l and saw a lovely va r iety programme 
which in clu ded G. s . Melvin who was a scream dressed as a lady
hik er and sing in g "I ' m Happy When I ' m Hikin g "; Louis Armstrong , a 
b i g b l ack gentleman who plays the t r umpet; Tal bot O' Farrell , an 
Iri s h singer who sang "That Old-Fashioned Mot her of Mine ", and 
George Lacey, a little comedia n who was very fu nny . 

The King o f the Belgians is dead , and some of our own Royal 
Famil y will be going to the f uneral . 

England have won the Thir d Test Match at Madras , a nd by doing 
so have ga ined the rub ber . 

On my half-term ho l iday Doug took me to Le icester for a long 
day out. Th e cheap day-return fare fr om London to Leic este r is 
7/-, bu t half-price for me. 

In the Magnet the series has continued all the month about 
Krantz, the Old Boy of Greyfr iars, and the mysterious kidnapp in g 
of Bob Cherry. First of the month is "The Mystery of the Vaults" . 
The school is seething over Bob Cherry being whisked away by an 
aeroplane kidnapper, and there are tales of a sinister prowle r in 
the old vaults benea th Gre yf riars. 

Next week brought "The Bounde r' s Folly ". It seems that 
Major Cherry has invent ed a new war gadge t, and th e kidnapper 
wants the secret in return for Bob Cherry's freedom. And then, 
sudde n ly , Vernon-Smith, in his turn, d i sappea rs. Then came "The 
Vani shed Sch ool boys ". By the end of this one , Tom Redwin g had 
al so disappeared . 

In the last week of Feb ruar y came the last story in the 
serie s - "The Sl acker ' s Awakening ". The " Slacke r" i s Lord 
Mauleverer, and he is t he one who solves the mystery , frees the 
cap ti v e s , and brings Krantz - yes , he' s the one - to justice . 
A mighty fine series . 

Two good tales th i s month in the Schoolbo y ' s Own Library. 
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"The Secret of Pengarth" is the Greyfriars one, with ano ther spot 
of kidnappin g , p lus a strange old house on the coast of Cornwall . 
It's rea.lly a summer holid a y tale, so it's rummy to publ ish it in 
Feb ruar y. The other tale is "The Taff ' s Sacr if ice". Tal bot of 
St. Jim ' s makes a noble sacri fice on behalf of hi s cous in , Crooke 
of the S:hell . 

Two more t ramway systems hav e been scrap oed t his month. The 
Rhondda trams in Wales are re_olaced by buses , and the same th in g 
has ha_oi;:,ene d in Tor qua y . 

In the Gem a new St . Fra nk's serial entitle d "Treasu re Is le" 
commenceid i n the f irs t issue of the month . I t is by Edwy Searles 
Brooks. Captured by canni ba ls. That ' s what hap oens to the St. 
Fra nk's chums when the Sky Wandere r, th e ir f ly in g schoo l, lan ds 
on a Pacif ic treasure i slan d. 

The: first St. Ji m' s t ale in t he Gem is "Fal se l y Accuse d" . 
A new boy named Reg inal d Lesl i e comes t o school - an d a l l so rts 
of thing·s start to disapp ear. The new boy turn s ou t to be a 
kleotoma.niac . Nex t, "Fa tt y Wynn ' s Thin Ti me" . A wi ld bull comes 
to St . J ·i m' s , and Fat ty goes on a diet. Ver y l i ght stu f f. 

Next week, in "The Fag's Secret", Joe Fr ayn e s t a r ts t o a ct 
stran gel y . I t t ur ns out he i s try in g to hel p h is father , an 
escaped conv ict . Fina l ly , t he seq ue l , "The Cra cks man 's Dupe", 
in whi ch the bu r gla r, Bi l l Frayne , is arrested . But th e Head 
as sured the sch oo l that the bur gla r h ad con fe ssed t hat he was not 
reall y J ·oe Fra yne' s fa t her . 

The picture seria l in t he c entre pages of t he Gem has be en 
r ep la ce d[ with Tom Merr y 's Weekl y . It ' s an imp rove ment , though 
it ' s not: all that hot . In f erio r to the Gre y f riars Herald , I 
th ink . 

A mew Musical Comedy has op ene d at the London Hip podro me. 
I t is ent i tled "Mr. Wh ittingt on" and i t stars Ja ck Buchanan . 

NOTES ON THIS MONTH' S DANNY' S DIARY 

S. O. L. No, 213 11The Sec ret of Peng arth" comp rised th r ee Magnet sto rie s of th e fou l'

st ory holid a.y se r ie s of late summe r 192 3. They ma ke an excellent S. 0.1., thoug h , as occurred 

Lo Danny , February was a c urious time of year to run a summ er va c . tale in th e S. 0. L. Sir 

Ji mmy Viv iian was t he owner of the hou se of Pengarth. From t ime to ti m e in the Magnet, 

V ivian had been prom inent. t ho ugh he nev er see ms to ha ve reall y ru ng the be ll. T hi s Pengarth 
e pisode may have bee n his last m aj or ap pearanc e. The Pengartb story is pleasant in introducing 
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Levis on, Clive, and Cardew of St. Jim's, who were on holiday in Cornwall while the "Old 

Bus" series was running in the Gem, 

S. 0. L. No. 214 "Th e Toff's Sacrifice" comp ri sed the 4-story series from the Gem of 

Ja nuary 1927, The Gem stories were never very long after blue co ver days, and this series Cits 

snugly into the S. 0. L. format, A typical Talbot yarn, it makes pleasant reading, though it 

rmy have shone beyond its m erit in early 192 7. The real Martin Clifford co ntributed only a 

rrere handful of ta !es in the years 1926 - 7 . 

Danny's readin g in the Gem in early 1934 was rather a thin bag of tricks. The reprint

ing of the old stories was inexplicably erratic at this ti me, and, in orde r to make space for an 

over-large supp ortit:1g programme, they were severely prune d usuall y . 

The 1934 Gem tale "Falsely Accused" hnd been "Ra iding the Raiders " in the Spring 

of 1910 . The latter was an inappropriate title for this not very pleasant tale of a kleptomaniac, 

Tw enty-one chapteIS in 1910, it was reduced to fifteen chapt ers in the 1934 versio n. 

"Fa tty Wynn 's Th in Time" in 1934 had been "Fatty Wynn' s New Wheeze" in January 

1911. ''T he Fa"8'S Sec ret" and "The Cracksman's Dupe " of Febr uary 1934 had been, 

resp ectively, "Joe's Champion" and "The Waif of St. Jim's" in the Spring of 1911. In this 

pa ir of tales it was proved that Joe Frayne was not the son of the burgla r and convict, Bill 

Fra yne. Then who was he? The ground was clearly being prepared for another missing heir 

series . It never ma teri alised , One wonders why. Proba b ly the busy author forgot all about 

him . 
Those of us wh o rare ly forge t will be interested to recall that these tw o Joe Frayne 

stories foi-m Schoolboys' Own Library No . 2, under the title "The Wa if of St. Jim's. Th is was 

in the first mo nth of pub lication of the S. O. L. in l\p ril 1925 . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WOULD SOME KIND COLLECTOR of the Greyfriars Hera l d photostat t he 

fol lowing page s for me: No. 12 , page 16 and No . 15, pa ge 4. 

I am anxious to complete the Benbow serie s . Will , o f course, 

reimburse with cash or book s for eit her ph otostat or original 

books. 
s . SMYTH, P .O. Box 366, Mona Vale, N.s .w. 2103 , Australia . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FOR SALE OR EXCHAi'\JGE: Earl y t-1agnets , Gems, Holiday ?1nn1 1a 1 ~ ; ThP 

Story Paper Collector, etc . 
WANTED: Comics , Rookwood , B.F .L. ' s , S.B . L. 's . 

MARRIOTT, 27 Greenview Ori ve . Tel. Northampton (0604 ) 71187 4 . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Nelson Ltt (oluMn 
A CERTAIN NEW BOY by William Lister 

It depends who you are and where you are . All of us have 

been new boys (or new girls) at some time in our li ve s , no matter 

how o ld vie are now, whether it be at school o r at wor k . Some new 

boys are lost in a crowd . Some a re good mixe r s. Some s tick out 

like a sor e thumb . Some become leading lights . 

Alf ' Uggins stood out li ke a sor e t humb . One April da y in 

1923 , Alf arrived at St . Frank ' s . He got a poor welcome . Rumour 

had it that Alf ' Uggin s ' s dad was a bri cklaye r - even though a 

newly - rich br icklaye r - and Alf was a born and bre d Cockney . 

Because of that , Alf was a speckled hen , an ugly duckling , an 

odd man out . 
Let ' s take a loo k at the birth and growth of a St . Frank ' s 

seri e s . The title of the fi r st story was "Alf ' Uggins Arrives" 

or "The New Boy at St . Frank's" . Nelson Lee , April 1923 , No. 409, 

by Edwy Sea r les Brooks . 
Make no mistake about it . Men like Brooks and Hamilton 

worked hard . To be ob l iged t o or oduce a new novel-length story 

eve ry WEiek must be ha rd work . It ' s easier , once you have decided 

on the plot . Plotting is the trouble . Have you noticed how often 

Brooks and Hamilton introduced a new boy or a new master into the 

bac kground which had served for hundreds of other tales? 

We have St . Frank's or Greyfriars basking in the sunshine . 

Everything is going on as usual, and then - bingo ! They take a 

new boy, , pop him down outside the gates, and you have the birth 

of a new series . The whole school i s moved by t he oersonality 

of the newcomer . 
We have a high class school to which pate r s and maters send 

their wc?ll - brought-uo sons to be brought up even better. 

Br<:>oks picks up a Cockney lad and dumps him down at St . 

Frank ' s . The cat is among the oigeons, and good enou gh to keep a 

series qoing from No . 409 to No. 414 . Mr. Crowell , scern but 

fa ir , h,ad t o be sent on holiday t o make way for the temporary 

Mr. Snu9gs, who was a bigger snob than any of the boys. 

If you ' ve ever been on the wrong end of a snub , you ' ll 

sympathise with young Alf . I remember my fi rs t venture in to the 
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wor l d o f r oma nce , when jus t abou t 17 . I was ke en on my f ri end ' s 

s i s t e r , a nd , ap p ar en t l y , q ui te a cc ep tab le t o he r . We had t ea a t 

her f ath e r ' s bungal ow sev era l ti me s . Thing s se emed to be going 

we ll. I mad e a da t e t o ta ke he r to the Pa l ace P i ctu r e (then under 

Bl ack p ool Tower ) . Al l dres s ed up , an d hav i ng saved t hree weeks 

s pendin g- mone y f or th e occasion , I was left standing . I waited 

an hou r , s t ill hopin g . 
She a voi ded me i n the days which followed . Then her brother 

told me . "You s ee , Bil l , sh e l iv es in ou r brick bungalow . You 

onl y live in a ca r a van . I t' s no t you she ' s dr opped , i t ' s you r 

su rr o undi ngs . " 
I ' m o lde r and t hi ck- ski n ned now, but , at 17 , it 

t as te of s nobbe r y , - s o I ca n fee l fo r Alf ' Uggins . 

a l l , the e xpe r i en ces o f re a l lif e whic h help you to 

spi r it of t he f ic t i o n you read . All of whi ch l eads 

was my firs t 
It is , af t er 

enter into the 
up to my cl osing 

though t. 
How fa r did 

le ading auth or s? 
"Pyg malio n " , a nd 
Si xpe n ce" ) . 

the wr iters for the ol d boys ' oapers bo rro w f ro m 

In t his case there is a t ouch of Ber nard Shaw ' s 

H. G. Well s ' ta l e "Ki pps " (filmed as "Half a 

In both cases the so - called lower class is suddenly thrust 

among t he uppe r cl ass . 
However , the las t tale of the ' Uggins series has a sururise 

end i ng . I never l i ke giving away surprise endings . I wil l just 

say t hat if the main part of the sto r y l eans on Shaw and Wells , 

th e end i ng has a touch of the age - old fairy tale of how the frog 

t urn s ou t to be a pri nc e . 
Th e Alf ' Uggi ns series is a great tale - a human tale - with 

a happy end i ng. And everybody is happy . 

SKETCHES FROM E. E . BRISCOE by R. J . Godsave 

One of t he mo st remarkable features to adorn the pages of the 

old se ri es of the Nelson Lee Library early in 1922 were the wonder

ful ske tch e s by E . E. Br iscoe of St . Frank ' s College and the 

surround i ng country~ide . Apart from the beauty of the sketches it 

can be equally sa i d that St . Frank ' s and its environs were practi

ca l l y bro ugh t to l i fe . Unlike many of the old papers it was now 

unneces sar y f or the Lee readers to manufacture a mental picture from 

the p r int ed word . 
The Monastery ruins by E. E . Briscoe was the scene o f the 
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first rebellion of the St. Frank ' s Remove again a t the tyran ni ca l 

House-MastE~r Mr . Kennedy Hunter , M.A. , who had taken Nelson Lee ' s 

p lace during his absence . On this oc cas io n the Monas ter y ruins 

were chosen as a fortr ess by the Remove Revolution Army wi th 

bundles of f aggots acting as a barrier on the firm ground of the 

Triangle. In the va ults below ground there was olenty of sleeping 

and gen era l our_oose soace . 

Mr. H·unt er in de s oe r a tion of a qui ck v i c t ory threw a quan ti ty 

o f oetrol over the ba rr ier wi t h t he result t hat very soon the re 

was no ba rri er to defend the boys . Fortunately , the Removites 

were able to vanish into a secre t cavern known to Nipoer . Coming 

ou t of thei r h iding ol a c e at ni ghtfa l l, Ni op er met up with Hal 

Brewster a nd his f r iends from the Ri ver House School . It was 

Brewste r ' s suggest i ons that solved the situat ion fo r t h e Removites, 

his i de a wa s for them to go to Wil l ard ' s Is l an d and co n tinue the 

ficrh t. 
Holt's Farm f i gu r ed largely in the Petticoat rule by Miss 

Ja ne Trumble when she took over control of St . Fran k' s when the 

masters left owing to her in t erference . Brisc oe ' s sk e tch of 

Cais t owe ente r ed i nto many of the St , Frank ' s se r ies , especially 

in the earlier Lee s. 
A de liqhtful sketch of St . Frank ' s seen from the Riv er Stowe 

actually adorned oar t o f the cover of o . s . 382 "The Price of 

Folly " or:Ln led i n blue i t made an attractive cove r. 

The Chapel , St . Frank ' s Colleqe with the Ancient House and 

Clock Tow,2r in the back - qround gave an overall scene of th e 

College . The Sketch of the Col l ege House was used as the cover o f 

th e menu ,:,f the 4th Annual Lunch Party o f the Club at the Nayland 

Rock Hotel , Margate on Sunday , 4th Septembe r , 1966 . 

All o f Briscoe ' s drawin gs of St . Frank ' s and surrounding 

distr i ct are shown in the Bi b liograoh y o f Brooks ' writ i ngs . 

It i s to the credit of E . S . Brooks and the edito r ial staff 

t hat addit i ons of such g r aceful drawinqs by E . E . Briscoe were 

incorporated in th e Nels on Lee Li br ary . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WANTED: "Deep Down" by R. M. BALLANTYNE and anything pe r taining 

to Pear l White the silent cinema Serial star . 

J OHN ROm!NS, 14 Sori nqfield Close , Phillack , Hayle , Cornwa ll , 

TR27 SHH .. 
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BLAKIANA 
conducted by Josie Packman 

J do hope th e Blake reade .rs wi.11 not m ind having Anoth er Ch r istrn:is article in February but I did 

not r e cei ve it in t ime for an earlier issue of Blakiana. T he article was read by Bill Loft s at our 

Chr istm as mee ti ng of t he O. B. B. C . he ld at BiJl Bradfo rd's resi dence, 

The idea o f a book or pamphlet being published for 1983 the 90th Annivers;;iry has not been 

taken u p so pe rh aps membe rs wil l be inter ested in tbe idea put forward by Cyril Rowe of one for 

the 100th Ann ivers ary . It will no doubt be done by one or more of yo ur younger entb~iasts. 

SEXTON BLAKE 1893-1993 by Cyril Rowe 

"The Missin g Millionaire" by Harry Blyth dated 13.12 . 1893 in 

the Marvel saw the first appearance of this noted character . We 

are now within 10 years of th e 100th Anniversary of this . I wonder 

if the Old Boys ' Book Clubs as a whol e are considering making any 

effort to celeb r ate th i s event . If it was to be a publishing 

event, the effort should start ea r ly enough to g i ve suff i cient time 

for the job to be done . This of course , would depend upon what was 

decided on . I set out some ideas which would need corporate effort 

and/or corporate approval and corporate backing . To take the back 

ing first one would need to know how much or how little of clubs 

funds could be used to bring the i dea about . The amount would 

depend upon the worthwhileness of pub li cation of such a book as 

was eventually written or compiled , and whether by one author 

(advised) or by several, and whether an edition mainl y aimed at our 

own numbers or whether a larger readership was soug ht . 

Now to the matter. I suggest it could be composed o f such 

auth oritative articles as our membership cou l d supply and write . 

This would need an overall editorship and some degree of grammar 

correction, etc . , etc . , the mor e so if general publ ic ation was 

achieved . 
The othe r type of compilation mi ght be a col l ection of several 

Sexton Blake stor i es spanning the years to demonstrate the chan ges 

and ver s atility of the man and his authors . 

Thi s again I suggest would need a very comprehensive editorial 

i nt r oduction dealing with the development of the Blake Saga , i .e . 

a conde nsed resume of such articles as our member ship could 

produce fo r re - shuffling into one author ita tive foreword . 
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Well I throw it forward as a project to mull over. We have 

in ou r midst member s who have already made the big world of 

publication . I name no names but wonder if they could advise i f 

it came to anything . 

Add itional note by Josie Packman: I suggest that as a number of our Sexton Blake fans may not 

be around in 1993 they write an article for public ation in this proposed publication and that 

such articles be l<ept by a suitable memb er of tbe 0, B. B. C. 

GWYN EVAN'S - XMAS STORIES by w. 0 . G. Lof ts 

Whenever I hear the mention of Xmas stories, my mind instantl y 

turns to three gre at writers. The immortal Charl es Dickens - who 

in my ooinion had no equal . Our own Cha r les Hamilton whom no 

doubt many others will ao olaud . But th e third would be Gwyn 

Evans , an t extremely ta len ted and popular author in the Sexton 

Blake fieild prio r to the Second Worl d War . Charles Dickens by all 

accounts loved Chri stmas, when eve r y yea r he held a big family 

gat herin 9 at his home near Portsmouth , as well as Pr esiding over 

the Xmas festivities, when he lik ed nothing bet ter than to joi n in 

th e fun and games espe ciall y with his many grandch ildr en . 

Charl es Hamilton so I am to ld usua l ly so en d Xmas with his young 

sisters family, when not at Ros e Lawn, when obviously he enjoyed 

the f estj_ve season . Gwyn Evans on the other hand - according to 

hi s wife,. started hi s Christ mas pe rio d on 1st December with more 

than the usual run of parties in Chelsea of the Bohemian kind, 

but at home, he grea tly enjoyed like any other parent play in g 

Santa Cl a us to his young daughter Patricia . 

Charles Hamilton and Gwyn Evans were writing in the same era, 

when the:lr styles were curiously of the same mould , extreme ly 

pleasant t o r ead in a f low ing kind , t he chara cter s seemingly alive 

to the n:!ader - the es se nce of a born st o ry teller - though in 

r eal l if «:! both were ooles aoart if one will excuse the oun . 

Hamilton was ve r y sho rt in stature , whi lst Evans was wel l ov er s i x 

feet ta l.l and thin as a bean - pole . Hamilton one could say led an 

ex tr emel y modest quiet life after his ea rl y travels - quite content 

to read, compile Latin cro ss - words, listen to classical music , 

enjoy Mi.ss Edi th Hood ' s cooking , as well as chu rn out his school 

stories. Evans on the other ha.-1d was an extremel y colo urful figure, 

whose eKploits wer e to say the least unusual. Bohemian parties 

and other events that one can find rec orded in many a wri ter s 

reminiscences of Fleet Street . As a consequence he was often 
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behind schedule wi th hi s writ i ng s, th at made h i m £al l ou t wi th 
ed it ors , bu t such was h i s pop ul ari ty a nd demand, tha t many had t o 
swal l ow t h e ir p ride and put up wi th his unr eliab i lity . One of t he 
editor s was Har old Wil li am Twyman o f The Unio n J a ck, a nd i t was 
he who had t he idea o f let ti ng Gwyn Evans wr i t e a special Xmas 
stor y f or his pap er. To say tha t h i s t al e wa s a gr eat success 
woul d be put ti ng it mild l y , and Twyman ea r mark ed him to pe n the 
Xmas s to rie s for fu t ur e yea r s as wel l as dubbing him the ' Charles 
Dic k ens' of The Unio n Jack . 

Somehow Gwyn had the knack of put t ing over his Yuletid e 
sce ne fa r bette r t ha n an y other writ er in t h e Blake field , his 
des cripti ons of xmas a t Baker St reet , wi t h holly and mistletoe 
draped ro und th e consulting room with us uall y Blak e s i tting in 
h i s f avo urit e s ad dlebag arm - chair . Mrs . Bardell bringing in the 
steam i ng l ar ge turkey , p l us the exch ange of p r esents , when our 
favou rit e de tec t ive usually got a new dressing gown . The humour 
of Mrs . Bard e l l, with her malapropism expressions such as wishing 
Blake ' the cod i ments of t he sea so n ' . The titles of h i s Xmas 
sto ri es wer e 1210 ' Mrs . Bar de l l ' s Xma s Eve ' (wher e she wa s kid
napped and ta k en to a Mansion complete wi th a Xmas ghost) 1260 
' The Af f ai r of the Black Carol ' (where Spl ash Page suggests to 
Blake tha t t h ey should dress up in Di ckens characters , and how 
they trave l led to a Manor by stage coach with the to o tin g of 
horns) . 1313 ' The Crime of the Chr istmas Tree' (where the tree 
did commit the cr i me i n an ingenious way) . 1365 ' The Mistletoe 
Milk Myste r y '. 1417 ' The Man Who Hated Chr i stmas', and 1521 ' The 
Masked Carollers ' - but above a l l in the true spirit of Xmas 
B.lake gave anonymously gifts to those wives and famil ies he had 
put beh i nd ba r s . 

Gwyn Evans died i n 1938 aged only 39 , but his memory is still 
wi t h us , so the t oast this Xmas is to his immortal stories, and 
long may they be remembe r ed and never forgotten. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WANTED: S .O. L . ' s fr om No . 1 onwar ds to 350 . Magnet s No . 1 to 
780 , Nos . 1288 t o 1350 , any f or year 1933 . Also Crompton ' s , 
"Willia m' s", 1st Edit i ons with D. W. ' s . 
J AMES GALL, 49 Anderson Ave . , Aberdeen . Tel . 0224 49 1716 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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DO YOU REMEMBE~? by Roger M. Jen kins 

No . 193 - Schoo l boys ' Own Library No . 362 - "Manders on th e Spot " 

As the yea rs went by, Char l es Hamilt on disp la yed an inc r eas i ng 
tenden cy to return to ser i es characters and resuscitate themes . I t 
also appeared as if those cha r acters who were creat ed in the prime 
of his writing ca r eer wer e gr asped at like straws when his powers 
of inven t ion began to wane . Not only were indivi duals like Dic k 
Valentin,e and Soames used aga i n (and sometimes again and again) 
but schools were also revived : St . Jim's was give n a new lease of 
life i n the Gem in 1939 after eight years of rep r ints, and when 
the secoind World War was ove r one school after ano t he r was brought 
back , with varying degrees of success. Some subtlet ie s , like the 
exact character of Cardew , had by that time slipped away beyond 
his grasp , but the original basic characters remained clear in his 
mind , and Rookwood's small staqe was always vivid in his memory . 

Afte r the Rookwood series had ended in the Boys ' Friend in 
1926, thE~ school was featured in serials at the back of the Gem 
from time to time . Originally these serials were by substitute 
writers , but in 1936 there were two seria l s in succession written 
by the master himself . The second one - "The Boy Who Walked by 
Night" - was workmanlike but hardly inspired, since the theme was 
far from novel. The first one, however , entitled "Manders on the 
Spot" had some original features . Both were reprinted in the 
Schoolbo y s' Own Library towards the end of its run . 

No . 362 featured Lovell and nresented all h i s somewhat unlove
able traits in full comoass . The Rake was frozen and the Fistical 
Four had broken bounds to go skating ; as they returned they came 
upon Dr . Chisholm bein g robbed of a wallet containing £45 . 10 .0d 
by a footpad called Slog Pogqers . He was eventually corne re d in 
Mr. Mande?rs' bedroom and concealed the wallet in the lin i ng of a 
winter overcoat with a view to recovering it at a later date . He 
was locke?d uo to await the arrival of a constable , but he managed 
to escaoei when Lovell visited him , intending to find out where the 
wallet wa.s hidden . As a result of this gratuitous interference, 

searching · for the Head ' s 
ment rescinded . 

rest of the term and he spent l:ne time 
wallet in the hope of getting his punish -

The norma l Rookwood cast was on the stage : the Fistical Four , 
Tubby Muffin, Morn i ngton, the three Tommies , and also one o f the 
later characters - Leggett . Pe r hap s the most interesting of all 
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was Mr . Manders, as interferin g and spit e ful as ever , but with the 

added touch that he was perpetually in fear of Slog Pogger s who 

kept trying to steal his winter overco at . The short episodes from 

the Gem were similar in length to some in the early Boys ' Friends, 

and when reprinted in the monthly format they allowed re gularity 

in the rise and fall of tension . "Manders on the Spot" might not 

hav e been one of the great Rookwood series but it was sufficient 

pro of that the Hampshire school had life enough to survive lon g 

aft er its weekly ap pe arances had ceased. 

* * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ALMOST TELEPATHY by Tommy Keen 

I have today (13th December) received my cop y o f the 

Collectors ' Digest Annual, and as p er usual , it is ab solut el y 

spl e ndid. You, Dear Editor , deserve a medal. 

My unusual haste in writin g , is because I am absolutely 

fascinated by Harold Truscott ' s article, "Sl ips o f th e Pen" -

fa scinated, and delighted . 
It is amazing , on readin g this article, to find that hi s 

attitude towards the Greyfriars artists, is ex actly the same as 

min e, and that, of course , is why I am so enthusiastic over the 

article . 
Being ut terly intrigued by the illustrators of the MAGNET, 

the GEM, and the HOLIDAY ANNUAL, it is less than a week ago , that 

at a mutual fr ie nd ' s home, I placed in front of Mr . W. O. G. Lofts 

(historian of the MAGNET, and almost everything else) , the 1920 

HOLIDAY ANNUAL, and asked him i f he knew who drew the ra th er 

shattering illustrations for ' A Cliff House Comedy', ' Billy 

Bunter ' s "Bike"', and ' Against All Comers '. We ga ze d a t the 

pic tures in s ilence, but no answe r was forth comin g . "Was there 

a Wakefield Likeness?", it was suggested regard i ng the Cliff House 

girls in ' A Cliff House Comedy ' , but to me t he re was no trace 

whatsoever of Wakefield ' s rather sweetly pr ett y girls o f ea r ly 

Rookwood days . 
! wondered if, like the maligned sub-writers : there had to be 

sub-artists, with some poor office work er be in g told that he 

could, perha p s, b e a budding C. H. Chapman . 

Mr . Truscott's remarks about C.H. Chapman ar e my own senti

ment s exactly . His blue and white MAGNETS, and the orange and 

blu es of the 1920s, were pure Greyfriars , and although Leon ar d 

Sh;i..~lds was an excellent artist , eve11 to making Harry ~artoo & 



Page 19 

Co. acceptab l e i n the MAGNET stories ' illu strations , h is cover s 
(with a :Eew exc ept ion s) wer e , to me, not quite satisfac t ory . 

Anot he r amazin g coincidence , is reqa r ding the ill ust r ation 
mentioned by Mr . Tr uscott , i n t he sto r y ' Ruct i ons at Gre y fr i ars '. 
Whilst n<:)t discussing it f or the same r e a son as Mr . Tr uscott , 1 
had orev,io usl y drawn Graha m McDermott ' s attention t o this oicture , 
com.oarinq i t with the t i t le oicture of MAGNET No. 329 of 1914 -
' The Boy From the Farm ' - wher e the illust r ation of Bunter is 
alm ost ident i cal . And over five years betw ee n :oubl i ca tion '. 

And aga i n strange nara llels of thouoht '. With in the l ast two 
week s, I have been loan ed the Popoer Isla nd Rebelse ri es - a lt hough 
Sir Hi l t, ::m Poooer is not a favourite cha ra c t er of min e , ne ither 
can I enthuse over rebell ion s t or i es (there were so many of them ) -
and my f ir st reaction on glancing through the stories , was one of 
dis t aste , after seeing t hose gru e some car i catures , attribu t ed to 
the pen ,of Har old Skinner . Absolutely appalling , and I wonde r 
who , at F'leetway House , coul d have aon r oved of the m. 

From the same Pooper Island volume, a blat ant error in Leonar d 
Shi elds ' illus t rations ! In MAGNET No . 1378 , Sammy Bunter of the 
Seco nd i s por tra yed withou t soectac l es , ab sol ute l y not hing li ke 
Sammy as we had learned t o know h i m. Perhaps t hey ha d dr op~e d off 
in the sto r y '. But no, and Sammy needed all of his visi on t o hurl 
the rot t en oran ge at Cok er . The re were th e ' de vil's horns ' too , 
lik e elder br other Bi lly ' s . 

On many occasions , I dismissed C.H. Chaoman ' s Greyfr i ars boys 
of the 1930s as bei ng far infe rio r to his magnif i cent pre Shields 
drawing , bu t to the schoolboys of the 1930s , there would , of c.:cur se , 
be no comparison. I have just received , for a Chri stmas presen t, 
the Howard - Baker volume of the ' Water Li ly ' series , stories I had 
not o r eviously read , partly owing to my oers ona l dislike of the 
salmon an d blue covers , and although app r ec i at ing th e g ift tremen
dously , even as I glanced at the p i ctures, I thou ght to myself, 
"Oh no Mr . Chaoman , maybe for the boys of 1939 , but not fo r me". 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ROY PARSONS wi shes t o inform his f r iends tha t hi s new te leo hone 
number i s BROOKWOOD 80059 . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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TOM MERRY CAVALCADE (Serialised from a Long Ago C. D. Annual) 

"They cau ght him as a result of a 

wireless message " , said Mrs. Venner . 

"T t"uly wonderful '', agreed Mr. 

Chadley. "Wi re l e ss will make cr ime 

unpopular - and will take a 11 the peri I out 

of sea tnvel. " 
"Do you th ink he will be found 

guilty, Mr . Chadley ?" 

Cbad ley shrugged his shoulders , 

He said: ''I see they expect the 

verdict t o night . There 's no t much doubt 

th at be will hand". 

"Poo r little man. " Mrs. Venn er 

shook her head sadly . "lt was a t e1Tible 

th ing to do - to kill h is w ife and cut her 

up, though it seems she was a dreadful 

woman . That Le Neve g ir l was to blame , 

and men at"e so weak - so very weak. " 

Chadley coul\h ed . He drew a Gem 

from the pile, and la id it before his 

custom er . He said: "A g rand St . Ji m's 

story this week, Mrs . Venner - 'A Shadow 

in the School'. It's very sad indeed , 

Lumley - Lumley dies at the finish, and Tom 

tverry cries, We never thought that Tom 

would every ct"y over the Outsider, did we ?" 

'' Oh!'' Mrs. Venne r's voice was hushed , 

"The Major will be sorry. Lumley-Lumley 

was a bad boy, but the Major says he had 

a lot of good in him . What a pity he had 

to die ! " 
She slipped the blue - covered paper 

into her muff , and went out into the 

October sunshine. 

.!.2.!..!.. 
"My daddy was marching in the 

pro c ession", said Chris. . ''The Queen 

wav e d at me as th.; ;:c~ch went by, and 

th e King smiled at me . It was a rippini;: 

proc ession . " 
Ronnie Chadley grinned . He sa id, 

with all the supe ri ority of his fourteen years: 

"fbe t t he King smiled at everyone - no t at 

you in particular, Don't you think that our 

---,. hop-is--the-, in the whole road. 

Chris? My father spent a sovereign on 

bunting . " 
''I t 's pretty good" . concuned Chris. 

He picked up the Gem , and placed his 

penny on the counter . '"Coronation Day 

a t St. Jim's' - I be t Tom Merry and Gussy 

spent more than a sovereign on decorations . 

Ron . " 
~onn ie sniffed. 

"They got their money when they 

went to the South Seas - they found n trea s ure 

o ut there. and saved the reward for their 

Cor onation party. ff He leaned over the 

counter. "My father i s ta king mother and 

nE to Arnerica nex t yea r . Perhaps I'll fin d 

a treasure in Am erica . " 

"Will you be able to buy the 'Gem ' 

in Am erica ? '' asked Chris, curio usly. "! 

wouldn't want to go anywhere where l 

couldn't buy the 'G em'. ff 

191 2 

"A real thriller this week" , sa id 

M·. Ch adl ey. "Right up your street , 

M1jor , A Hindu comes to St . Jim's a nd 

tries to kill Tom Merry , " 

M ajor Venner exchanged his penn y 

£or the Gem, and glanced through the paper . 

"'Tom Merry's Peril "', he said, quotin g the 

title of the story. "Th:it fe ll ow Cliff ord 

certainly knows his ge~raphy, A remark

able man - !'d like to meet him." He 

folded t he Gem, and slipped it int o hi s 

pocket. "I hear" e 're lo sing you. 

C hadky . '' 
The newsagent sm iled ~elf~ 

consciously • 
" I've been savini;: up for years, 

Nbjor. My wife has a brother in Ne "' Yo rk. 

.ind at last I've saved enough for us to ~o 

out and join him there. I shall miss 

Engiand. but At1ieiicd is the !2nd of 

opportunity, so they say." 

Major Venner grunted oon 

com m ittall y. 
"Mr s, Chadley a nd my boy sa iled 

y este rday , Mnjor. Ma iden voyage of the 

lar ge)t a nd m ost \\Oo derful ship afloat." 

1-rnbbed bis 



ha nds . "T hir d - cl ass, of c o urse, but thi rd

cl ass on the Ti t :rnic is bett er t ha n fi rst 
class on most· of the other s. I sha lJ follow 

on in about a mo nt h - I've go t to w ind up 

the sa le of t h is sh op dur ing th e next few 
week~." 

The Major regarded the newsage nt 

with a new r,espect. 
"lt's something to be proud of -

ge tt ing your fami ly pass:i~es on the 
T ic:inic" , he sa id . "The re's a n art ic le 

' . . 

"THE ST . J I M' S CHRI STMAS 
BARRING··OUT " 

REVIEWS 
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on the ship in today's 'Mor ning Leader' -
man cla ims 1hal even God cou ldn ' t si n k 
the Titanic." 

''I t'll be a bit of an anti-dim:i;. if 

she ~prin 11,s :i l<>ak when she l!;ets to Ne\, 
York". suggested Chad ley . 

And both men laughed hea rtil y. 

(Nex t '11onth - 1Q13) 

Frank Richards 
(Howard Baker Soecial Book 

Club Edition) 

Th is lovely vo lume cont:tins the 9-story serie~ from the Gem of late 1922 and ear ly 

19 23. Ma ny barri n11,s-out came and went in the Hami lton papers in succeed ing years, but. 

nothing on tbe theme was ever better written that this one from the e:irly twenties when it was 

new. Passin11, time did not he lo this series for barrin11,s-out became very famil iar - almost 

hackneyed - but in it> day it w;a superb. 
Tom Mer ry is acc used of theft i n a brill iant openii1~ sto ry, Jnd he is supported by 200 

juniors in the barrin~-out \\hlch follo\\s , Th.: rebels heh! the School House t hrou~hou t the 

Chl'istmas vacation. 1, hich seems :i ve11 unlikely thinll, lo happen, It would h:ive been morl' 

believable set in the midd le of some term \\ e ~el. perh1ps, the atmosphere of a Holly\,ood 

extravaganw, The seriel- \, ould have b.:en more convincing if staged on a less wholesale scale , 

ll is a series which trips over its o,, n extravag:inces . 

Nev1i rt heles s it is vastly entert~ininsi,. and ther e :ire many novel situations, one, in 

particular, when Billy Bunter io ins the rebels, and then !Tie~ to "sell'' tht>m out to Dr. Holmes . 

Packed with incident. iL is a ~crie~ supreme 01 its tyoe. 

The pub lish er o f facsimiles of thb period of the Gt:m is faced with problems. The St. 

Ji m ' s stor ie!:, ;:it chis Lime. were cc,mpnratively :;hort running to i.J or 10 cl, apters on ly, elimlmit

ing a good deal of padding in the story te llinsi, one mi~ht mu~e But it meant that. of th..-

28 page Gem, only :ibout fifty per cent ol the pap er" as occupi~d bi, \,fart in Clifford. In order 

to accommc,date the entire 9-story St. Jim's serit>s. the pub I isher has cut aw,v a si,ood deal of 

the "fu ll suppo rt ing programme", ft P1a~ be added th:tr the editing h~is been done with commend

;ib le ski l l. J ima~ine t hat very (el\ readers ,, il l complnin. 

"Th,e St. Jim\ News" - ah, ays ra ther uninspired and inl eriol' to the Greyfriars Hero Id -

finds a plac ,e in the centre of mo~t of these t :icsimile copil!S. and 1 rec Icon chat r.-aders tod:ir 

rmy find thE'm of more novelty interest th:in the readers of 60 years back when they first 

:ippeared, 
F inally . it is ~reat to see another Gem series in thls splendid for111aL, 
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"BILLY BUNTER' S KICK-OFF" Frank Ric har ds 
(Howard Baker Spe cial Book 

Club Edit i on) 

If the prev iously-reviewed volume showed the Gem stories at their sh ort est , this volume 

p rov ides a bi g contrast with the Magnet at its lar gest ever wit h 3 2 pages each week, :ind t he 

Greyfriars tale at its longest, running mo st w ee ks to 20 and mo re chap t ers . 

This volume is a seaso n ticket - a pe rmanent one for travel :it any time - to take yo u 

b ack for a gorgeous time in th e Autumn of th e spacious year of 19 lO, with Frank Richards and 

Art hur Clarke providing unmatched and unm at ch abl e ente rta inment . Papers witho ut the g lut of 

adv ertise m ent s and bits a n d pieces which, years later, was to pass as a supporting pro~amme . 

1910, when the weekly pap er was at its greatest, never to be the same again once the era had 

passed. 
Th ere ar e seven Magnets here, consecutive except for one om issi on . The opening two 

stories deal wi th socc er. Jn t h e second one , Highcliff e plays three Old Boys in their side against 

the Re mov e. Greyfriars coun ters by p laying a professional footballer, Jack Neville. One 

wond ers what th e respective Games Mas t ers w ere do ing wh il e all this was be ing fix ed up . 

Alo nzo Tod d is still bei ng groom ed fo r st ardom at this t im e , it appears , for he is very 

much on the scene in the stories . Oddly en oug h, it is not an unwelcome presence . And how 

mag nif i cently C larke, the artist, gave him character. 

The Cliff House girls an d their school are on t he stage for "Th e Cli ff House Guest" (he is 

Billy Bunter) , And we meet Billy Bunter's t a ilor, Mr. Tw iddl es, fo r the first and, possib ly, the 

last time. 
"The Ne w Firm " gi ves us a taste of a new Co, comprising Wun lung, Alonzo, Bunter -

oh, dear . Co mpletely and ut terl y inco nsequenti al, but possessing a cbarm of its own, Alonzo 

is y et again sta rring in "Th e Duffer 's Downfall " and the final story "The Head of Study Fourteen" 

is an introduction to that famous apartment which was to feature quite prominently in t he Magnet 

o f later ye a~ . 
It is worth noti ng that .Art hur C lar ke signs mo st of the drawings i n the Magnet at this 

time . Sad, fo rhe had n ot so much long er to go. 

A thor o ughly happy and delightful volume which should please everybody. 

* * * * * * * * * * * • • * ~ * < S * * * * * • • * * J * f * • I * * * 

LONDON 

The spirit of Christmas was still in ev i den ce at the 

Wal th amst ow meet i ng desp i te t.11e fact that Twelfth Night had come 

and gon e. A happy atmosphere prevailed , the tea l ad ie s being very 

busy and a l arg e bo x of biscuits , which Millicent Lyle had brought 

along soon disappeare d like the one in the Masters ' Common Room 

at Greyfriars a ft e r Bil l y Bunte r had raided it. Mark Jarvis read 

Roy Whiskin's t re atise on Anthony Buckeridqe tha t appea red in 

Cambridge Club' s Oa:r Boys p ub lic atieH . Featux.l.ng that popul ar 



charact e r, J enni ngs , it was gr eatl y 
that 9uckeri dge produce d some y ears 
Ri ch ard ' s s t ory? 

Pa ge 23 

enj oyed . Remember the anthology 
ago and wh i ch containe d a Frank 

Reube,n Godsa ve had sent along an Eliminato r competit i on . 
Br ian Doyl e an d Mar y Cadogan were joint wi nners . 

Fol l owin g up Tommy Keen ' s read i ng las t month, Mary Cadogan 
car r ied on wi th more chapters f rom the Xmas number of the School 
g ir l s ' Own 1921. 

But the pi ece de 
Compet i tion of Wit s . 
of la ughte ·r. 

resistance was Duncan Haroer ' s Doubl e Lette r 
Some very go od an swers prov oked he art y bursts 

Rev . Arthur Brunin g read th e Memory Lane feat ur e that dealt 
with a Marga te v i sit in 1966 . 

Next gath er in g will be the A. G.M. and this will be held at 27 
Ar chdale Road , East Dulwich on Sunday , 12th February . Tea pr ovided 
but brin g own viands . 

BEN WHITER 

NORTHERN 

Saturday , 14t h January , 1984 

A DARK January even i ng , with gus ts of icy wind bring in g hai l 
and s l eet and snow, b ut a small gro up of us assemb le d in the warmth 
and comfo r t of the City of Leeds Room for ou r 404th meeting of t he 
Nor thern OBBC. 

Jack All i son gave us two readings,the fi rs t f r om Ri chard 
Je f fr ey ' s ' An Extinct Ra c e ' and th e second f rom J ames Herriot ' s 
' The Lord God Made Them Al l' . The oassage fro m ' An Extinct Rac e ' 
was on a deserted and dec ay i ng school. 

The second piece conce r ned an Italian prisone r of war - Luigi 
who caught and restra in ed a bullock by gripo i ng its ear in order that 
Her riot and Siegf ri ed cou l d remove a tumo ur . He ha d chosen the 
rea d i ng , ~,aid Jack , because o f the r eferen ce to Bunte r which the 
pa ssa ge contained ! 

We then began with the first two items in our new seri es ' My 
Choice ' in which we a r e asked to br in g along some it em which is 
meani ng f ul to us an d t hen talk about its sig nificance . 

Geoffrey Good br ought a copy of 'Gre at Ex_l?ect at ions ' . It 
wa s , sai d Geoffrey , the cop y from which h i s form master had read 
to the fo r:m wel l ov e r for t y years ago . On his form mas t er ' s death 
(a t the a<;re o f 34) his mother had g i ven Geoff r ey some of his boo ks 
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t h is a mon g them , t ogeth er with four oth er Di ckens titles in the sa me 

s erie s . 
Ke i th Atkin son had brought along ' The Flax of Dream ' by Henr y 

Wil lia mson. The bo ok co nsiste d, said Keit h, of f our stor i es which 

tel l the life of William Madison . The section he had chosen to r ead 

was an i te m about a school speech day . It r eminded him of a 

s imil ar s pee ch day in hi s own sc hool . They had eve n sung t he same 

son g that was s ung by the boys in the story - ' O r uddier th an t he 

ch er ry . .. ' 
So out into the co l d , co ld snow . And for those of u s without 

ca rs a dre ar y walk alo ng dreary streets in dreary s lu dge to a 

dreary stat i on . . . And for one, at least , a drear y wait for a 

tra i n that never came .•• 
And was it wor th i t? 
Well , what do you think? 

CAMBRIDGE 

Our opening meeting for the New Year was held at the home 

of Adrian Perkin s on 8th Janu ary . The small gathering had a most 

en jo yable time. 
Roy Whiskin gave an informative t alk on American Comi cs a nd 

their English equivalents . He referred to the black and white 

rep r ints of t he American Comics available in the 1940 ' s and SO' s . 

They were not sol d by newsa gen t s , but could be bought a t Woolwor t hs . 

He r emembered pa r ticularly the advert i sments for Dais y Air Rifles . 

The publication of Comic Cuts in England had pro bably started 

the Eng l i sh Comic s as we knew th em. 
Roy gave us partic u lars of the vario us famous character s which 

had been featured in these pap ers on both sides of the Atlantic . 

He passed r ound for inspection large numbers of specimens of the 

va ri ous papers down the years . Inc ludin g one in 3D with colo ur ed 

spectacles . Roy ' s talk was warmly aoplauded . 

Tony Cowley played an ext ra ct from Neville Wood' s tape of his 

experienc es at Marlborough College . 
After enjoying Mrs. Perkins ' s excellent tea, ~~e meetin g 

resumed . Adrian pla yed a tape on the London Hippodrome and its 

sta r s , and this wa s fo l low ed by a hi l ario us r ecord i ng of a Radio 

2 br oadcast on mi stake s i n Broadcast i ng . 
The meeting closed with a warm vote of thanks t o Adrian and 

Mrs . Perkins for their hospita l it y . 
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(inte r est in g i t ems from th e 
Editor ' s letter-bag 

F . STURDY (Midd les borou gh) : The activity of Christmas desc ribed 
by you woul d appear t o be pretty ge n eral , as I recall . My 
Christma s s i ng - song is best rem embered as belong in g to the very 
early twenties when we bawled out , more or less in harmony, the 
tunes of Lawrence Wright , who , at that time, deluged the popular 
song scene ; e . g . "Omaha", " Silver Star ", "City of Laughter , City 
of Tears ", "Blueb i r d", "P l ayt hin gs ", and so on . When we were 
reduced to exhaustion , a so loi st would take over and ente rt a i n 
us with "No r ose in all the world, Unt i l you came .. ,", or , 
pe r haps, "The Battle March of Delhi " on the piano . Si mple , 
satisfying stuff, whic h did not contain a symbolic message or a 
swipe at the Establishment . Our door remained unlocked , and 
muggers had not yet emer ge d f ro m their slime. I am ga ld we knew 
those far-off days - but , like the Public School story, they are 
fast rec 1:!din g into the mis ts of time. 

H. PEMBER.TON (Manchester) : Our wonderful litt l e mag is worth its 
weight in gold . 

J OE CONRO~ (Liverpoo l ) : Thank you very much for the Xmas edition 
of C.D. which i s a sheer de li ght , as usual . Reading Roger Jenkin's 
art i cle on Magnet 1038 with Wadham th e butler at Wharton Lodge 
brin gs back the old ar gument of wheth er or not Frank Richa rds made 
notes because I read one story where the bookie at the Three 
Fishe.rs was referred to as Bill Banks . Pe r haps these were 
substitute tales . 

I have always liked Wells as the Wharton Lodge butler . 

DENIS HILLIARD (Nottingham) : Normally I do not open the Annual 
till Christmas Day and by the time I have savoured the contents 
your heavy mail has already b ro ught you the thanks of many. This 
year, however, I cheated. I ooened the book when it was 
received, and digested some o f its contents befo re the 25th . It 
is like a well - mixed pudd i ng containing a fine mixture with gems 
instead o,f the usual sixpences . The editorial task has been 
oarticula .rly well done , and it was an inspiration to include the 
art i cle on Holmes and Watson and Mary Cadogan ' s reflections on 
"The Scarlet Pimpernel ". Fro m my ear l y examinat i on I would say 
tha t th is has been anothe r winne r. 
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Fr . F . HERTSZBERG (Bebington) : I have just, after all the se 

yea r s , noticed that y ou date the C. D. Annual in the current ye ar, 

rath e r, than as is usual with commer cially produced publications , 

for t he followin g . 
A few notes - not ' ca r ping criticisms'! Cer tainl y 

"Greyfria r s" i mplies the re l i gi ous house was on e of Franciscans -

but as the name also indicates, they wer e and are not, as Mr. 

Rowley has it , monks, but ra the r fr iar s . And the y don't have 

abbo t s. As these t erm s seem integral to th e Hamiltonian canon, 

are we to assume that at some unrecorded period the friars l eft 

and their place was ta k en by a monastic ord er? 

Mr . Holman, in his in ter es tin g r evi ew of the Holmes s eries, 

says that no-one has ever exp la i ned why CARD (the usu a l ab br evi a

tion for Cardboard Box : his usage of the first word of the story 

title is not general pr actice) was omitted f rom the fi rs t book 

pub licatio n . In fact several authors, including mysel f, have 

suggested it was a mat t er of de li ca cy - adu l tery an d murde r was 

a combin atio n th ought unacceptable in 1894 . (Two additional points -

the f irst American books public ati on in cluded the story , but it 

was omitte d fro m the second; an d in Holmesian cir cle s I am known 

as The card boar d Boxer of Bebington, having adopted the ti tle of 

the stor y which t ook p lac e within seven mi les of where I live. ) 

Int eres t in g that Danny paid 6~d for an ounce of tobacco in 

19 13 - in 1959 I p aid on ly s li ghtl y more t ha n twice th at, l/3d . 

Mr. Trus cott comments on a rt ist i c ' slips of the pen'. 

Artis ts fre qu en tly read only the relevant paragraohs of a story , 

and so were quite likely to mis r epresent details not there 

ment io ne d; it i s amazing just how slapdash a job some artists g et 

away with, whilst ot he r s , for no more money (often less , be cau s e, 

being sl ower they pro duce less) take great care and add much 

ext ra detail. 

ALEX MATHESON (Wick ) : 
throughout the yea r . 
Annual. I t is one of 

The old C. D. has br ought me great pleasu re 

I am now in th e pro ce ss of read in g the 

the pl easures of Christmas . The opening 

paragraphs of Lesiie Rowle y !s ar ticle set the scene for the feelin g 

of winter, where I have felt the best stories of Gr eyfriars were 

set . I a l way s l i ked the tales p la ced in a winter landscape and 

Frank Richa rd ds ' descriptions added to the effect . I must commend 

Esmond Kadi s h on th e article o n the Schoo l g irls ' Weekly . Someth in g 

differ en t for tho se li k e mys elf who don ' t know the pape r . Finally, 
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the in imi1ta bl e Mr. Buddle stor y without which the Annua l would be 

much the poo r e r. A "winner " again . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

LOVESEY E'.r AL by J . E . M. 

Anoth er f i rst - class issue of S . P. C. D. (though when has i t 

ev er been less?) . As alway s, I much enjoyed the editorial and was 

del i ghted t hat you had fo und a Pete r Lovesey novel to your ta s te . 

"The Fals ,e Inspec to r Dew" i s by no means Lovesey ' s best. He he$ 

wri tten a number of really fi rst-class crime stor i es s et in t he 

last years of the 19th Cen t ur y , fea turin q Detective - Sergeant Cribb 

and his ass i stant , Constable Thacke r ay . 
My own favou rite is "Swin g , Swi ng Toget h er " (a co llege f or 

the train in g of female teachers in 1889 is the sta rti ng ooint for 

this excellent ya rn ) but I have also enjoyed "Invitation to a 

Dynamite Party" (Irish terrorism in the 1880 ' s) ; "Wax work" ; 

"Wobble ti::, Death "; and "A case of Spirits " (a lovely expose of 

so iritua li st cha rlat ans in Vi ctoria ' s day) . Sergeant Cribb is a 

first-class creat ion and the social and historical background is 

also always first-rate . As an ex - teacher , Peter Lovesey does his 

homework '. Perhaps other C. D. readers miaht li ke to know about these 

stories ; they are all in oaperback (Penguin) . 
On the subject of crime fi ct ion, I have just acquired Lofts ' 

and Adleys' catalogue of ~he old Thriller . This is an invaluable 

reference to the actual stories , au t hors, dates , etc ., though I 

fo und Mr. Adley ' s introduction slight and oe rf unctory . 
It is guilty of at lea st one glaring omission . In its re ference 

to the artists who illustrated the Thriller , it fails to mention 

Ernest Hubbard who was late r to win world-fame as the creator of 

"Jane " in the Daily Mirror . Hubbard - unlike Arthur Jone s - was a 

superb draughtsman and his work lent great distinction to stories 

of Raffles and The 'S aint ' whi ch aopeared in the Thriller. Hubbard 

a ls o did some very distinguished covers for the sho r t-lived 

Thriller Libr ary in the ' 30 ' s ' , as well as some fine illustra t ions 

the "Spies , Ltd ." series in Detective Weekly . 
May the Digest go from strength to strength in 1984 - though 

I ' m bless ed i f I can see how it could possibly imorove on its 

al ways excell ent s tand ard . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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WILLIAM BROWN AND PENROD SCHOFIELD by Jack Hughes 

Some years ago I wrote that havin g just read t he saga of 

Pen rod I was struck most strongly by the simil arity of the stories 

to those of the early William books. Whether anyone was i nter ested 

enough in this su gge stion to rush out a nd buy their copy of the 

Penrod Omnibus curr ently available and check for themselves I do 

not know . But I see in Little Cinema No. 50 (May '7 8 C.D . ) that its 

chron ic ler read somewhere "that Richmal Crompton may have had the 

Penrod stories in mind when she created h er William" . 

It so happens that some time back my friend Chris Hunt of 

Townsville University gave me a number of some years old magazines, 

and in one I came across an article by Francis Fytton entitled 

"William Brown and Harry Wharton" . (London Magazine - May 1967 . ) 

After dismissing Harry and Greyfriars with a few sentences in , the 

first t hree paragraphs he concentrates all hi s attention throu gh 

10 pages on William. 
"Mi ss Richmal Crompton Lamburn who has never married says 

that the initial inspiration for her stories came from her 

brother John and thereafter from a nephew and a great

nephew, who have successively kept her up to date in 

dialogue: the Cromptons must have been an enchanting 

househol d ." (p . 11) 

Bu t what o f my conviction that William was almost a carbon 

copy of Penrod? But then Mr. Fyt t on discloses : 

"No t surpris ingly the William stories were not inspired by the rnain strenm of children's 

literature in English, but from a radical Amer ica n write r named Newton Booth 

Tarkin gt on . He began writ ing for 'Harper's Magazine' at th e turn of the century , which 

was almost half a century too soon for public taste, and publis hed only three children's 

books: Penrod, Penrod and Sam, and Penrod Jashblll' . The trouble was that Sam was a 

negro and so were several of his child heroes who were accepted on equal te rms by 

e leven- yea r-old Penrod in such hectic games as 'bonded pris'n er': 

'Strangely enough, the undoubted champion proved to be the youngest and darkest of a ll 

the combatants, one Vernon, coloured , brother to Herman , and substantially under the 

size tc which his nine yeais entitled him. 1 

Penrod 's den is not an o ld barn but a disused stable with a box 'e ight feet high and ope n 

a t the top, and it had been constructed as a sawdust mag atine from which was drawn 

material for t he horse's bed in a stall on the oth er side of the partit ion'. In this hiding 

place he constructs 'a home made elevator' for h is dog Duke , who , like Jumble, is a 

mongrel. Penrod, like William (who is much given to quoting extracts from his epic 

----- 'Ptraterohlre BJ:oody-We.na.L), i"--lD-autho r_(.!l:la.r.o.ld..B:1morez the Ronda gent or Wi ld Life 
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A motltg the Rocky Mountains' ) and he too has a do mina t ing but pret ty elder sister 

Margaret, who is nineteen ••. T arkington's i nfluence upon Miss Crompton ..• t he 

result of rea ding Ha rper's durin~ her childho od at the rectory." (pages 19, 20 ) 

A MOLE AT GREYFRIARS 

(Owin g to t h~: exis t ence of a Mo le amon g the pe rsonal staff of the Hea d of Greyfriars , our 

contr ibut or , iLes lie Rowley, is able to give yo u a peep at some pe rson:i l corre spondence of 

Dr. Locke.) 

From the ;~rea Head Postmaster to t he Headmaster of Greyfr ia rs Schoo l 

Dear Headm.as ter, 
Over a pe ri od of some considerable time my offic ers have been 

much exer ,cis ed in t r y i ng to t race a number of posta l or ders t hat 
have been allegedly mislaid in t r ansit by mai l t o a boy at your 
school. .P. Master Bunter is the instigator of t hese enqui ri es, 
th e volu m,e of which has now reached nu i sance pro p ortions . 

I sh,all b e most gra tef ul if you woul d see the boy and advise 
hi m t hat :he sho uld con t ac t the senders of these r emittances (some 
of whom I gathe r are titled) and enquire if and when the remitt ances 
were desp.atched . On receio t of this information I shall be pleased 
to cause f ur ther invest i gation t o be made . 

I shal l be fur t her gr atef ul i f you would cou nsel Master Bunt er 
to th e effect that should his compla i nts be found to be of a 
fr iv o l ous of fictitious nat ure steps may be taken to obta i n from 
him compensa ti on for was t e of Post Office time . 

I am & C 

Area Read Postmaster 

From t he Head maste r, Grey f r iars School to the Area Head Postm aster 

Dear Head Postmaste r , 
Tha nk you fo r your letter r egarding Bunter o f th i s Schoo l and 

t he complaints that this boy has made in r ega r d to missing po st al 
or ders . 

I am concerned that a boy of t his school shou ld be t he caus e 
of unnecessar y endeav our by th e gent le men under your sup ervisio n 
sinc e the missing pos ta l orders appea r to be a fig ment of the boy ' s 
imag ination . 

On his beha lf I ask you to acce p t apolog i es f or t he 
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inconvenience ca us ed . 
Cer tai n action has been tak en in the matter and I venture 

to predict that you will be given no cause for further complaint. 
I am & c 

H. H. Locke (Headmas te r) 

From the Headmaster's Secretary to The Administrator, Stonemoor 

Home of Correction 

Dear Administrator, 

Re: Meyer Brander, Esg . 

Dr . Locke has as ked me to reply to you r recent enquiry 

regarding the above gentleman and the following is given without 

pre j udice. 
The curriculum followed at Greyfriars is, presumably , more 

academic and less disciplinarian than that followed at the 

institut ion which you administer . At this School most offences 

ar e awarded impositions, detentions and canings ; onl y those of 

a most se r ious nature qualify for a flogging . Expulsions are 

rare and have bee n made only in cases of theft, gambling and the 

nocturnal break in g of bounds . 
Unde r the temporary Headmastership of Mr. Brander pu ni shments 

at this School increased both in number and in severity , flogging 

becoming the general rule rather than the isolated incident. 

suc h draconian meas ures equalled and sometimes surpassed th e 

ty ranny endured in the public schools of a century ago . Such a 

sequence o f events culminated in Mr. Brande r' s appointment being 

somewhat dram a tica lly and suddenly terminated . It was at the 

time a point for consideration as to whether legal action should 

be taken against him; considerat ion that was finally influenced 

by the good name of the School being paramount to the possible 

scandal that the action would arouse. 
Dr . Locke consequent ly feels that he is unable to recommend 

Mr. Brander for a post on you r St af f and a senior master , Mr. 

Prout, who served unde r Mr. Bra nder ' s temporary headmastership, 

suggests that Mr. Brander should be re ported to the Home Office 

fo r deportation procedure . 
I trust that the f oregoing wi l l be of use in your decisions 

regarding this gentleman. I need hardly st res s that what I have 

written should be treated in confidence. 

-~-- I am, Sir Yours & c 
Sec re tary t o the Heaamaster 
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REUBEN GODSAVE DIES 

With dee p sorrow we record the dea th of ou r dear frie nd 
Reuben Godsave who was cal l ed to a higher l if e on 22nd Ja nuary. 

ReubE!n ha d be en aili ng for some ye ars, and we understand that 
he had been in hospita l for seve r a l days when the end ca me su ddenly. 

Someone , speakin g t o me of Reuben, commented "He was such a 
l ovely character " - and th ose words are very true . Kind , genero us , 
and l oyal - he was one in a thousand . Everybody who knew hi m l oved 
Re uben . 

He de!ar ly Loved the London Branch of the Old Boy s ' Book Club, 
and h e an d his sweet wife Phyl li s had entertained the club eve r y 
autumn fo1: a gre at many years past. The meet ing a t Leyt onstone , 
wi t h Reube\n and Phy l lis a s the k i ndly ho sts, was one of the hig h
lig hts of t he c l ub year . 

Here at Coll ectors ' Diqes t he will be sadly mi ssed . He is 
well - known to ou r r e ader s f or his scores of con t r i butions down the 
ye ars to ou r Nelson Lee Column . He was a joy to any edito r' s heart 
with his frequ ent literary es sa ys, a l l of beautifully restr ained 
leng th . xes , we shall mi ss Reube n . 

Our cleeoest sympathy goes to Reuben ' s widow , Phyllis , whom we 
hav e l oved along with Reuben for so lonq . A fu r ther tr ibu t e will 
app ear in ne xt month ' s Collectors' Digest . 

TENDER HEARTED? 

HAROLD TRUSCOTT wr ites : Mr . Keen has a tender heart , but there is 
one thing he aopears not to apo r ecia t e in t he Magnet and other 
similar stories . Thev are not only not r eal - they are a spec i al 
type of myth , and only if they are accented as such can they be 
p r ooerly apgreciated . If we are go in g to have qualms of conscience 
every time Bunte r' s bu l le t head is knocked against a t ree , or he i s 
bumoed or kicked , as ju s t ounishment for his misdeeds , obv i ously 
si ttin g t hrouqh a Tom an d Jerry cartoon is an imDossibility . The 
who l e .J?oint of such things is th a t no one gets hurt . Tha t is t he 
unr eality t hat is real, and Hamilton knew thi s as wel l a s a.nybody, 
You have i:o accept the ir wor ld ; it is no goo d .9u ti nq them in t o 
ours . 
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